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In late August, Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte sent a letter to Senate majority leader
Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.), requesting that Washington permit temporary refuge to a half-million
Salvadorans already in the US. The letter warned that many of them would support leftist guerrillas
if they were forced to return home. Duarte wrote that granting "temporary safe haven" to the
Salvadorans was "the single most important initiative the United States can now take to help my
nation achieve" peace and democracy. In the message, which Duarte sent to the US Congress, he
said that guerrilla leaders in his country could find recruits among Salvadorans forced to return
to their country. The Senate is considering a bill to grant Salvadorans and Nicaraguans a twoyear reprieve from deportation. Last year, the House passed such a bill, 237-181, and the Senate
Judiciary Committee has approved a similar measure, in a 9-3 vote. In April 1987, Duarte called on
Reagan to take administrative action to suspend the deportation of Salvadorans. If large numbers
of the refugees returned from the US, he argued, consequences would be very serious for the
Salvadoran economy, increasing unemployment and cutting off the money they send home to
relatives. According to Duarte, the estimated 500,000 Salvadorans in the US representing about
10% of the country's population send home between $350 million and $600 million a year. Duarte's
appeal in 1987 was turned down, with the argument that Salvadorans could not exempted the
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986. That measure prohibited employers from hiring illegal
aliens, but offered legal status, or amnesty, to illegal aliens who could prove that they entered the
US before Jan. 1, 1982, and lived in the US continuously since then. More than 150,000 Salvadorans
have applied for amnesty under those provisions. Sponsors of the legislation, which was originally
drafted in a way that suspended the deportation of Salvadorans, have attracted support from
conservatives by adding protection for Nicaraguans. The new legislation is sponsored by Sen.
Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.) and Rep. Joe Moakley (D-Mass.). Justice Department officials are
opposed to the legislation, arguing that most of the Salvadorans and many of the Nicaraguans are
economic immigrants, not political refugees. They assert that passage of such legislation would
stimulate more illegal migration from Central America. In contrast, State Department officials
have endorsed Duarte's political analysis. Many Salvadorans who are in the US illegally tend to
sympathize with the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front, the rebel guerrilla coalition trying
to overthrow the Salvadoran government. Many of the Salvadorans in the US have said they fear
persecution by the Salvadoran Army or death squads linked to the armed forces. Rep. Esteban
E. Torres (D-Calif.) said the legislation was needed to insure equal treatment of Salvadorans and
Nicaraguans. Although both face violence in their homelands, he said, the administration tends
to return the illegal immigrants from El Salvador while allowing many Nicaraguans to stay. The
INS expelled 3,691 Salvadorans and 200 Nicaraguans in the last fiscal year. So far in 1988, it has
acted on 3,485 applications for asylum from Salvadorans, denying all but 4%. It has ruled on 5,517
applications from Nicaraguans and has approved 68%. (Basic data from New York Times, 09/11/88)
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